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FOREIGN POLICY OF THE UNITED STATES AND FRANCE
IN THE SAHEL COUNTRIES: CONTEMPORARY ASPECT

The primary purpose of the study is to identify the peculiarities of the evolution of US
and French foreign policy in the Sahel region from the 1990s to the present. The subject
seems to be quite relevant because of its direct importance for understanding the
current geopolitical processes in the Sahel region, which is one of the most complex and
unstable regions in the world. Despite the availability of studies by both domestic and
foreign authors that touch on various aspects of the foreign policy of the United States
and France in the Sahel, a specialized, holistic scientific approach to the comprehensive
study of their interaction in this region has not yet been formed. Given the growing
terrorist threat, socio-economic problems, and international aggravations, such as
Russia's war against Ukraine and the contradictions in the Gaza Strip, studying the
actions of these global players is important for the international scientific community.
The practical relevance lies in studying the foreign policy aspects of France and the
United States in the Sahel region and using their experience to strengthen the position
of Ukrainian diplomacy in the region. Two main methods were used to analyze the
research subject, such as case and event analysis. Both methods made it possible to
consider the key features of the problem and provide its abbreviated description. In
this paper, an attempt was made to track the fluctuations in the foreign policy of the
State Department and the Quai d'Orsay department associated with the permanent
instability of this African region and the geopolitical challenges that shake our planet.
Key words: the Sahel region, geopolitical processes, the growing terrorist threat,
the contradictions in the Gaza Strip, international aggravations, global players, the
fluctuations in the foreign policy, geopolitical challenges.

Introduction. The political activities of the United States and France in the
Sahel countries deserve special attention because this region, which covers 6 coun-
tries of Sub-Saharan Africa has become an arena for complex geopolitical challenges
and strategic interests of both states. The chronological framework of the article
covers the beginning of the 21st century, when the countries of the Sahel began to
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face serious political problems, which therefore prompted them to seek international
support. This period lasts until 2024, which is an important moment in the context
of modern international politics. In this volatile time, the foreign policy of France
and the United States in the Sahel reflects not only the strategic interests of these
countries, but also their response to the new challenges facing the region. The study
of the dynamics of these relations makes it possible to understand how geopolitical
factors affect the development of the Sahel countries and create global trends in
international politics.

Materials and methods. The materials of the study are based on the content of
international documents, research papers of international think tanks, articles writ-
ten by national, and international scientists, analytical reviews of the mass media,
etc. Some elements of the case study, event analysis, and fragmentary comparative
methods were applied to find out how historical processes of colonization, decoloni-
zation, and geopolitical factors have led to turbulence and fluctuation in the foreign
policy of the United States in the Sahel region and to analyze France's role as a for-
mer colonial power, its current political and military initiatives in the region, and the
historical context of French influence. The instruments of discourse analysis were
applied to identify the key strategic interests, methods and tools used by the United
States and France to influence the political, economic, and security situation in the
region.

The aim of the article is to examine the peculiarities of the evolution of US and
French foreign policy in the Sahel region from the 1990s to the present.

Results and Discussions. The region of sub-Saharan Africa that shows the
most significant decline of democracy is the Sahel. It is a semi-arid belt that extends
from the Sahara Desert in the north to the tropical savannas in the south, connecting
North Africa with the wetter areas of the south (ResearchGate, 2022, Annex 1).
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Annex 1. Map of the Sahel region and countries

Source: researchgate.net. URL: https://www.researchgate.net/figure/Map-of-the-Sahel-
region-and-countries_figl_359808636
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In the past few years, countries in the Sahel region have experienced several
coups and attempts to seize power, which were caused by increased extremist vio-
lence (Yerman, 2023).

Researchers note a sharp surge in the activity of radical militants in the Sahel
region in 2022. This region accounted for 43% of all deaths caused by terrorists.
Experts in African politics predict that the situation will only get worse in the future
as the level of violence continues to rise. The Office of the United Nations High Com-
missioner for Refugees (UNHCR) warns that the situation in the Sahel 1 countries
in 2022 has reached a critical point, as the ongoing violence in the region has forced
more than 3 million people to become internally displaced for the first time. Human-
itarian needs in Burkina Faso, Chad, Mali, and Niger are growing due to escalating
violence, which is forcing more and more people to flee (UNHCR, 2022, Annex 2).

Burkina Fase® 1,423,378
Chad*

Mali

Niger

ber of internally displaced persons

Annex 2. Number of internally displaced persons (IDP)
in central Sahel as of 2021, by country

Source: statista.com  URL: https://www.statista.com/statistics/1237251/
internally-displaced-persons-in-the-sahel/

This poses serious problems for the stability of democracy in the region, accompa-
nied by a deterioration in security for the local population.

The African continent has never experienced a lack of attention from the strong
world powers during colonial empires. Each maritime European state sought to
have at least a small, but its own possession, trade factory, or outpost. During the
Cold War, the Sahel region also became an ideological front. For example, the Soviet
Union spread the idea of African socialism on the continent and supported various
dictators and "cannibals" as much as possible. Instead, France and the United States
sought loyal regimes for themselves and supported them in opposition to the USSR.

The situation is even more complicated now as the number of players who are
interested in Africa has increased significantly. This can be explained by several
factors. First, geographical proximity. If for Europeans the route to Asia or the Amer-
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icas required crossing the ocean, Africa was closer, and sea travel along the coast was
safer. Secondly, colossal reserves of natural resources. The UN estimates that Africa
owns 30% of the world's mineral reserves, including 12% of oil and 8% of natural gas.
In addition, the continent is home to up to 40% of the world's gold reserves, as well as
90% of chromium and platinum (UN Environment Programme, 2022).

After independence, African countries faced serious difficulties due to socio-eco-
nomic and cultural backwardness. Political regimes often and quickly replaced each
other and were mostly corrupt, which was a great test for the countries of the Sahel
region. Despite the fact that most countries in this region have significant mineral
reserves, they continue to be economically dependent on external forces. This creates
additional difficulties in achieving stable economic development and provides exter-
nal actors with the opportunity to influence the internal affairs of these countries,
which deepens their dependence and complicates the processes of democratization
and development.

The main reasons for the instability of the Sahel countries are the high level of
corruption and the weakness of the state apparatus. In general, African countries tra-
ditionally occupy top positions in the world rankings of corruption and low levels of
development of state institutions and human potential. The education system on the
continent is also experiencing significant difficulties, with only 46% of the population
having secondary education, and only 26% have complete secondary and tertiary edu-
cation. In addition, in the countries of the Sahel, as in many other parts of Africa, there
is a significant gap between the state and society. Often there are no effective social
relations between the government and the population, which actually leads to the
"absence" of the state in the usual sense. This complicates the implementation of pub-
lic policy, because there are no sustainable mechanisms for governance, responsibility
or support for institutions that could ensure development, security and social services.

For the Sahel region, military coups are not unique in history, but the situa-
tion has clearly escalated in recent years. Almost every country in this region has
had several coups since independence, that is, during the last decades (Kalchenko,
2024, p. 62). The periods of rule of military juntas were often replaced by short peri-
ods of democracy. However, even with the support of Western powers, many demo-
cratic governments proved ineffective. Countries often plunged into corruption and
bureaucracy, which reduced the prestige of democratic systems among the popula-
tion. One of the reasons for military coups is that at the beginning of the XXI cen-
tury, the Sahel faced a serious problem of Islamic fundamentalism and jihadism,
which has significantly worsened in the last decade. State borders in this region
were determined during the colonial division of Africa, which was often carried out
in Europe on paper without taking into account real ethnic, religious and cultural
characteristics. Therefore, within the same country, different communities are often
found, which are sometimes even separated by borders. This created opportunities
for terrorist groups such as al-Qaeda and the Islamic State, which used the situation
to call for border revisions in regions with compact Muslim populations, and began
active action.

In such a situation, democratic and military leaders were forced to look for new
support from outside, which Russia has become. The restoration of dictatorships in
the region actually began when Moscow began to increase its influence on the African
continent, gradually pulling it into its geopolitical orbit (Beauclair, 2023).
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Moscow tried to present its role as a defender of traditional values and a liberator
of poor Africa from the “colonial yoke”. And indeed, propaganda works: 87% of the
population of Mali have a positive attitude towards Russia, and 60% of young people
show strong sympathy for this country.

Another important tool for spreading Russian influence in Africa was mercenar-
ies, in particular militants of the so-called Wagner PMC (now the Afrika Korps).
Their activities first became visible in 2016 in the Central African Republic, where
a civil war broke out four years earlier. The mercenaries helped break up the rebel
coalition and ensured that President Faustin-Archangee Touadéri retained power.
As a token of gratitude, Touadéra allowed the Wagnerites to establish their main
African base in the country. Today, these militants train the government army and
guard the president himself (Yanyuk, 2024). However, their presence is accompanied
by war crimes — at the beginning of 2022, they killed at least 65 civilians.

It is thanks to access to Russian military equipment and the absence of restric-
tions related to humanitarian or international norms that Wagner mercenaries have
achieved significant success in the fight against insufficiently equipped and trained
jihadists. However, they have not achieved complete success in any of the countries,
which indicates the limitation of effectiveness even with significant military support.

This led to a series of uprisings in the 2020s, where the rebels mostly relied on
Western support in their struggle. In 2019, a military coup took place in Sudan in
which the army removed President Omar al-Bashir, who had ruled the country for
nearly three decades (Ray, 2024). Sudan is a complex country where most of the
resources and power are concentrated in the capital, Khartoum, while the regions
receive significantly less, causing discontent among the local population. Due to this
unequal distribution of resources and influence, unstable relations arise between the
center and the periphery. As a result, some regions begin to arm themselves, and
local tribes form their own armed units. This leads to the fact that the state loses its
monopoly on the use of force, which creates additional conditions for military coups.
Secondly, it is the result of conflicts that arose during the Cold War. They led to the
militarization of peripheral regions where local armed groups gained access to weap-
ons. This led to the widespread distribution of weapons among the population, which
increased instability and contributed to the emergence of local armed conflicts.

Instability in the Sahel region is confirmed by another armed coup in Mali. Since
independence in 1960, Mali has experienced five military coups, including the most
recent in 2020 and 2021. Thus, the instability in Mali is a reflection of deep polit-
ical and social problems that require a comprehensive solution. Despite periods of
change, each of the coups turned out to be a temporary means of resolving conflicts
without leading to a sustainable improvement in the situation. To stabilize the coun-
try, it is necessary not only to change government structures but also to work to
restore public trust in political institutions and ensure good governance.

Military coups in the countries of the Sahel region cannot be evaluated without
a detailed analysis of the events in Niger, since this case is of strategic importance
for both France and the United States. On July 26, 2023, another military coup took
place in Niger — the fifth since the country gained independence in 1960. A group of
military personnel, including not military personnel but soldiers of the Presidential
Guard, carried out a coup d'état, announcing the removal of the legitimately elected
government and the creation of the Committee for the Salvation of the Homeland,
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which should govern the country during the transition period (Ehrman, 2023). The
second important reason for the coup was the precarious security situation in Niger,
which, like other states in the Sahel, suffers from the activities of Islamist extremist
groups (Hawkins, 2024). These groups have significant social support among certain
segments of the population, specifically among nomadic tribes such as the Tuaregs.
Niger is at the center of hostilities on most of its borders: six of the seven border
sections periodically clashed with jihadist groups. Despite significant military and
financial assistance from France and the United States, the government was unable
to provide effective security, which caused discontent in society and increased criti-
cism of the political leadership.

The third factor was economic instability, which deepened the country's socio-eco-
nomic problems. Despite the availability of natural resources such as uranium and
oil, Niger remains one of the poorest countries in the world. A large part of the pop-
ulation lives below the poverty line, and economic inequality only worsens social
tensions. The lack of effective redistribution of resources and chronic problems with
economic development increased the discontent of the population and became an addi-
tional impetus for the coup. Against the backdrop of economic problems, anti-West-
ern sentiments are also growing, which are becoming more and more large-scale.
Many Nigerians blame France for their problems, arguing that the former metropolis
actively interferes in the internal affairs of the country, supporting the pro-French
government. This, in their opinion, allows France to exploit Niger's natural resources
free of charge. Such an opinion arose, of course, not without outside interference, in
particular the interference of the Kremlin's narratives.

In general, political instability caused by both internal and external factors can be
clearly traced in the Sahel region. Internal factors are the high corruption of govern-
ments, which significantly affects their ability to effectively govern countries. External
factors are the growing influence of Moscow, which actively uses this instability to its
advantage. Fearing their own people and political rivals, local leaders turn to Russia
for help, becoming completely dependent on its support. Russian mercenaries and the
military become the main pillars of these regimes, forcing dictators to obey the Krem-
lin's demands (Yanyuk, 2024). This partnership is not free: first, African countries
dependent on Moscow are severing relations with Western powers, stopping the supply
of resources, which is detrimental to Russia's opponents. Secondly, in the international
arena, in particular in the UN, these countries support resolutions that are beneficial
to Moscow. In addition, the Kremlin puts forward additional requirements that Afri-
can leaders are forced to fulfill in order to maintain their power.

The turbulence and instability that has gripped the Sahel region pose a serious
threat not only to African countries, but also to the international community. The
region has become a point of tension that can negatively affect global security, espe-
cially due to the growth of terrorist activity, exacerbation of social conflicts, and a
high level of migration crises. Nevertheless, the last decade has shown that a new
“struggle for Africa” has emerged, with the Sahel occupying one of the central places.
Despite all the above challenges and problems that exist in the region, all influential
states are now interested in this continent. The United States, the EU, China, Russia
and other countries have their own large investment projects here. Former President
of the United States, Barack Obama, noted that if sub-Saharan Africa remains vul-
nerable to economic hardship, civil conflict, and political instability, then competition
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for natural resources from the world's leading powers, including China, will only
intensify. This will make it more difficult for the United States to protect its national
interests on the continent.

The US administration attached great importance to relations with develop-
ing countries, in particular with African states. And it's not just limited to natu-
ral resources like cobalt, diamonds, and other African riches. In the coming years,
large-scale changes are expected here, which could radically change the perception of
Africa as a continent of constant hunger and poverty (Chappell, 2021). At the same
time, the growing competition in the Sahel between world powers creates risks of
escalation of conflicts and further destabilization.

After Donald Trump's victory, US policy towards Africa may take unexpected turns
compared to the more predictable policies of the Democrats. Given the plans and
recommendations outlined in the Project 2025 report, which was prepared by right-
wing think tanks and lobby organizations led by the Heritage Foundation, significant
changes in approaches to the African continent can be expected (Schaaf, 2024). For
example, it is planned to strengthen cooperation with France to fight terrorism and
contain Russian influence in North Africa. Instead of providing assistance in the
form of grants, the report proposes to transfer financial support to African countries
to the format of loans and focus on economic growth through the participation of the
US private sector. As part of this strategy, it is planned to support African military
forces to protect American interests, with a focus on several strategic countries to
form mutually beneficial partnerships. It is also recommended to abandon US “cul-
tural” policies, such as LGBT rights and gender equality, and focus on security and
economic issues, which, according to Trump's advisers, will help strengthen common
interests between the United States and African partners.

France's foreign policy in the Sahel region is largely based on historical ties that
were established in colonial times, when most of the territories of this region, in par-
ticular Burkina Faso, Mauritania, Niger and Mali, were under its control. Despite
the changing geopolitical context, France still seeks to maintain its influence in the
Sahel. However, as practice shows, when the empire is not ready to “part” with its
colonies for a long time, seeking to maintain its influence there, and then grants
independence, often under pressure or even through military confrontations, these
former colonies do not show a desire to develop close and friendly relations with the
former colonizer (Malinovskaya, 2014, p. 146).

Many former French colonies in the Sahel region view any attempt to continue
the French presence as interference in their internal affairs, limiting their desire
for independent development and deepening relations with other partners. Instead,
France continues to maintain significant economic dependence on the region and
remains an important political player there. Africa's proximity to France, its rich
natural resources, and its strategic importance only reinforce France's desire to
maintain strong relations with these countries.

At the beginning of the 21st century, France's foreign policy underwent changes,
moving from a “patronage” approach to a more pragmatic course. Among the main
areas of cooperation with African countries, the military-political partnership that
supports the international status of France, economic cooperation to stabilize the
regional economy, and cultural exchange, designed to preserve the unique cultural
heritage of Africa, stood out.
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France has always been characterized by pragmatism in its foreign policy, even
establishing relations with regimes that did not meet democratic standards to play
the role of mediator. However, in modern conditions, against the background of polit-
ical instability and growing pressure to protect human rights and democratic values,
this approach is subject to serious criticism. Recent years have seen France's efforts
to rebuild its image on the African continent, but accusations of double standards are
becoming more widespread. For example, President Emmanuel Macron has strongly
condemned the military coups in Mali and Nigeria, which sought to sever ties with
France, but at the same time shows loyalty to Chad's military leader, Mahamat
Déby, who wishes to maintain relations with Paris.

French diplomacy on the African continent has faced serious challenges in recent
years that have undermined its image as a reliable partner and mediator, in particu-
lar in the Sahel region. Despite initiatives such as the 2021 Financing African Econ-
omies Summit, where President Macron called on the IMF to allocate $650 billion in
Special Drawing Rights to support African countries after the pandemic, significant
results have not been achieved (Denis, 2023, p. 2).

In 2023, the “Summit for a New Global Financial Deal” also did not lead to radical
changes in sustainable development finance and climate initiatives in developing
countries, although it was agreed to allocate $100 billion to support states vulnerable
to climate change. However, French aid is increasingly perceived as politically moti-
vated and ineffective. The discrepancy between political priorities and the actual
allocation of resources is clear: Africa's share of French official development assis-
tance (ODA) has declined from 52% in 2010 to 41% in 2016, with the Sahel region,
identified as a priority since 2013, receiving only 10% of this aid.

France has traditionally taken a leading position in ensuring security in West
Africa, especially in the Sahel region, where these issues are of the most acute impor-
tance. However, the expectations of international partners regarding Paris' leader-
ship contributed to the consolidation of France's role as the main guarantor of sta-
bility in the region in the French political discourse. Africa remains an important
component of the projection of French power and influence, yet Paris' policies in the
Sahel often appear to be disordered and inconsistent.

The Sahel region is becoming increasingly important as a strategic center capable
of influencing the security perspective of Europe and NATO, both now and in the
future. Many world actors recognize this region as important for their long-term
interests, as transformations are expected in the coming years that could turn the
Sahel into a strategic partner for both the West and the East. China, in turn, is
actively developing its position in the Sahel, using mainly “soft power” — providing
humanitarian support, promoting economic cooperation, and offering mutually ben-
eficial terms of cooperation (Lanata, 2023, p. vi).

Russia, another influential player in the Sahel region, focuses its policy on mili-
tary cooperation, which ensures the loyalty of local governments. This allowed the
Kremlin to gradually strengthen its influence in politically vulnerable countries in
the region, in particular through the deployment of the Wagner PMC and the pro-
vision of military assistance. In exchange, Russia concludes lucrative contracts for
the extraction of valuable minerals — such as gold and diamonds — in the Central
African Republic and Sudan. Even during the war with Ukraine, Russian planes
exported gold from Sudan, which helped replenish the Kremlin's budget. This strate-
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gic approach allows Russia not only to strengthen its position in the region but also
creates economic benefits by strengthening its financial stability in unstable times
(Lanata, 2023).

The political influence of the United States and France in Africa is significantly
decreasing, giving way to the positions of other global players. According to a 2022
survey by the African Investors Council, France was only in sixth position in terms
of attractiveness to African countries, behind the United States, Canada, Germany,
China, and Britain. China, which has been recognized as the most beneficial partner
for African states, demonstrates the superiority of its strategy of long-term coop-
eration and economic benefits, which Paris and Washington underestimated. For
the United States, which has always positioned itself as defenders of democracy,
and France, the former colonial hegemon, the question arises: will they be able to
adapt their foreign policy to become attractive partners again for the Sahel countries,
which are now targeting new allies?

It is really quite difficult for the United States to form a new policy in the Sahel
region now, which is due to a number of conflicts, including the war in Ukraine, the
crisis in the Middle East, and internal political elections in the country. Washing-
ton's attention seems to be angry at once on some important issues, which prevents
them from clearly defining a strategic vision for Africa, which can have far-reaching
consequences. Ignoring this region now, the United States risks giving the initiative
to other international players who are actively developing their influence here. In
this case, the countries of the Sahel may gradually move away from Western part-
ners, getting closer instead to China and Russia, which can significantly strengthen
their positions in the region and change the balance of power to the detriment of the
United States and its allies.

Despite all the challenges, the US elections determined the country's readiness
to fight for influence in Africa. An important component of the strategy for the
development of relations with African states, in particular in the Sahel region, is
the strengthening of economic ties. To do this, it is necessary to continue expanding
initiatives such as the Africa Growth and Opportunity Act (AGOA), which stimu-
lates trade and investment. The Prosper Africa program, launched by the Trump
administration in his last term, also plays a key role in this process. It emphasizes
the benefits of transparent markets and business practices, creating an alternative
to the state models of China and Russia.

As for France, it is now seeking to transform its relations with African countries,
shifting the focus from colonial legacy to partnership cooperation. Based on the prin-
ciples of mutual respect and mutual benefit, the French government is developing
bilateral relations aimed at combating global challenges such as climate change,
countering terrorism, and ensuring stability in the region. To strengthen its “soft
power”, France actively invests in educational and cultural programs, promoting
mutual understanding and exchange of cultural values (Mitkina, 2015, p. 208). Lin-
guistic unity also plays an important role: French remains a key communication tool
in business, education and cultural cooperation, which contributes to the strength-
ening of economic and cultural ties. In addition, French companies are investing
significant resources in various sectors of the African economy, creating jobs and new
opportunities for the local population, which underscores France's intention to be a
reliable partner for the development of the continent.
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In addition, it is important that France's new strategy does not fall under the
influence of Brussels' bureaucratic schemes. Paris should reinvest in the Organisa-
tion Internationale de la Francophonie (OIF) and promote its coordinating role in
cultural and educational initiatives. To achieve effective results, it is necessary to
define clear goals that relate to universities, book policy, support for the film indus-
try, and the development of social networks. At the same time, the OIF should not be
reduced to a simple administrative apparatus. The governments of the participating
countries should commit to resolving issues at the ministerial level, and the board of
the organization should consist of presidents and heads of government. France must
show courage in addressing the issue of migration by establishing privileged rela-
tions with French-speaking countries in Africa. This will pave the way for the devel-
opment of visa policies aimed at supporting the training and employment of African
migrants, which in turn will strengthen ties between France and Africa, restoring
shared history and cultural influence.

Conclusions. As a result of the research and analysis of the historical factors
that led to instability in the Sahel region, as well as in determining the approaches
used by the United States and France in their foreign policy, it is possible to come to
the following conclusions.

First, the next ten years may be decisive for identifying key partners in this region
because the results determine which of the international players will be able to main-
tain their positions and who will lose them. This process is due to several critical fac-
tors: first of all, the internal political situation in the Sahel countries themselves, in
particular the military coups in Sudan, Niger, Mali, and Burkina Faso, will directly
affect the choice of their partners.

Second, the ability of the United States and France to adapt their foreign policy
strategies, rather than simply continuing to modernize outdated approaches, will
be crucial to restoring trust from African countries. Only taking into account these
factors can international players hope for successful cooperation in the Sahel region.
This situation leads to economic difficulties that complicate the life of the population.
The local elite, looking for support, prefer partnerships with not quite democratic
countries, such as Russia and China. Russia, in particular, offers military assistance,
while China is developing economic projects, which look more attractive than the
proposals of Western states. As a result, the support of Western countries, such as
the United States and France, is gradually losing relevance among local leaders,
which leads to a cooling of relations and opens up new opportunities for competitors'
influence. This new geopolitical environment requires Western powers to rethink
their approaches to the region in order to regain trust and become true partners for
the Sahel countries.

Third, the United States is well-positioned to protect its interests in the Sahel
region with a strong policy focusing on security and counterterrorism. However, in
the face of global instability caused by factors such as Russia's war in Ukraine and
the crisis in the Middle East, Washington needs to take effective measures to ensure
stability in the world. Domestic political elections in the United States also affect the
country's foreign policy because voters expect decisive actions from the government
that can improve the situation both in America and in the global context. In this com-
plex international environment, U.S. policy toward the Sahel may not seem effective
enough, allowing competitors such as Russia and China to expand their influence in
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the region. In order to remain a significant player in the Sahel, the United States
must rethink its strategy, focusing on deeper cooperation with local states and devel-
oping tailored solutions that meet the realities of the region.

Forth, in contrast to U.S. strategies, French policy in the Sahel region faces grow-
ing challenges that could permanently undermine Paris' relations with local govern-
ments. Historically entrenched colonial ties no longer provide the support France
had hoped to receive, as populations of countries such as Mali and Niger actively pro-
test its intervention. The developing anti-French sentiments in the region threaten
French dominance, because Africans no longer consider France a reliable defender
of their interests. These changes in public sentiment point to the need for France to
rethink its role in the region, moving from a colonial mentality to a more respect-
ful partnership that would be in line with the current realities and aspirations of
the Sahel countries. Instead of inconsistent decisions and impulsive actions, France
should define its priorities that will reflect the new realities of a multipolar world.
This means not only maintaining cultural ties and relations but also actively partic-
ipating in the development of African countries aimed at strengthening their poten-
tial and democratic values. The U.S. administration attached great importance to
relations with developing countries, in particular with African states. And it's not
just limited to natural resources like cobalt, diamonds, and other African riches.
In the coming years, large-scale changes are expected here, which could radically
change the perception of Africa as a continent of constant hunger and poverty. At the
same time, the growing competition in the Sahel between world powers creates risks
of escalation of conflicts and further destabilization.
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Kadeapa MIBKHAPOIHUX BiAHOCHH, DaKyJIbTEeT MIsKHAPOJHUX BIIHOCHH,
IIOJIITOJIOTI Ta COITI0JIOrII

OpnechKuii HaIioHAJIbHKUY yHIBepcuTeT imeHl 1. I. Meunukosa,
Dpanyspruii 0yabssap, 24/26, k. 306, m. Oxeca, 65058, Ykpaina

30BHIIIHS ITOJIITUKA CIIA I ®PAHIIII B KPATHAX CAXEJIIO:
CYYACHUM ACIHHEKT

Pesome

OCHOBHOIO METOK [OCJIIKeHHSA € BUABJIEHHA OCOOJIMBOCTEl eBOJIIOII 30BHIIIHBOI
nositugu CIHA ta ®@paniii B perioni Caxensb 13 1990-x pokiB 1m0 choromenHs. Tema
BUIAETHCS JTOCUTD AKTYaJIHLHOIO 3 OIVISIY Ha Ii 6e3Irocepe H0 BAKINBICTD JIJIs PO3YMIHHSA
CyYacCHHUX T'eOIIOJIITHYHHUX HpolieciB y perioni Caxesb, SKUI € OOHAM 13 HANCKJIAHIIITNX
1 HaliHecTaOLILHINIMX perioHiB cBiry. HesBaskamouwm Ha HASBHICTH HOCIIIKEHb K
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BITUM3HAHUX, TAK 1 3apyOlL’KHUX aBTOPIB, AKI 3aYilaloThb PI3HI ACIIEKTH 30BHIIIHBOI
momituku CIHIA i @panmii 8 Caxesl, creriaaidoBaHui, MUINCHIA HAYKOBMHA IIAXid IO
BCeOIUHOr0 BUBYEHHS iX B3aeMO/ll B IIbOMY PerioHi Ine He cdopMyBaBCsa. 3 OIVISLY Ha
3pOCTAHHS TEPOPUCTUYHOI 3arpo3H, COLIAJIbLHO-eKOHOMIUHI IIpo0JieMHr M MIKHAPOIHI
3arocTpeHHs, Takl AK BiiiHa Pocil mporu VipaiHu, a Tako:K CYIIepedHOCTI B CEKTOpl
laza, BuBYeHHS Mi#l 1MX TJI00AIBHUX TPABIIB € BAKJIUBUM JJIST MIsKHAPOIHOI HAYKOBOI
cribHOTH. IlpakTWyHa 3HAUYYIIICTH IIOJIATAE€ Y BHUBYEHHI 30BHINIHLOIOJITAYHUAX
acmekriB @Opanmii Ta CIIA B periomi Caxenb 1 BUKOPHUCTAHHI IXHBOIO IOCBILY IJISI
HOCHJIEHHS IIO3UIIN YKPATHCHKOIL JUILJIOMATII B PErioHi.

Jli1s1 aHamiay mpeaMerTa JOCIIiIKeHHA BUKOPUCTAHO JBA OCHOBHI METOMM, TAKI AK aHAJII3
BUOaAkiB 1 momiii. O0maBa MeTOOM IAJIM 3MOLY PO3IVIAHYTH KJIIOYOBI OCOOJIHMBOCTI
mpobeMu I JaTu il CKopoveHuix omuc. ¥ po0oTi 3podsieHa crpoba MPOCTeKUTH KOJIUBAHHS
30BHIHLOI mosituku Jlepskmemapramenty y Bammurromi @ gemapramMeHTy Ha
Habepesxmiit 1'Opce, moB’st3aHi 3 MepMaHEHTHO HECTAOLIBHICTIO ITHOr0 ayPUKAHCHKOTO
PETioHY Ta TeOMOJITHIHUMHI BUKJIUKAMU, 110 PO3XUTYIOTH HAIILY ILJIAHETY.

Knrouosi ciosa: perion CaxeJro, reomnoiTUYHI IPOIECH, 3POCTAHHS TEPOPUCTUUHOL
3arpoan, CyIepevHoCcTi B ceKkTopl ['asa, MIKHApOLHI 3arocTpeHHs, IJI00aJIbHI I'pasBIi,
KOJIMBAHHS 30BHIITHBOI IIOJITUKN, T€OIOJIITHYHI BUKJINKH.



